Kyoto City University of Arts Art Gallery

July 25 (Sat.) - August 23 (Sun.), 2026

Opening hours: 10:00 a. m. — 6:00 p. m.

Closed: Mondays; August 15 (Sat.) and August 16 (Sun.)

Free admission

Organized by: Kyoto City University of Arts (KCUA Open'Call
Exhibition); TheResearch Institute for Folk Tools, Art and Archives
(Mingu Lab); Arts Center Akita

With the cooperation of: The Alumni Association of Kyoto City
University of Arts

With additional funding from: Toshiaki Ogasawara Memorial
Foundation; Nomura Foundation

With support from: Akita University of Art; Akita Sakigake Shimpo;
CNA Akita Cable Television; The Society for MINGU of Japan
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Main visuals: Kenichi Obana / Design: Hironori Echigoya
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Over the course of about 70 years, Akita-born collector Michio Aburaya has
been collecting all kinds of objects related to the everyday lives of ordinary
people. These objects carry the traces of the lives of nameless people and the

accumulated memories of generations. In this exhibition, we focus on Michio

Aburaya’s life as a collector, with the participating artists and researchers u
the objects in his collection as starting points for new interpretations and
interventions, creating a space where folk tools, art, and archives intersect.

Can collected objects be considered art?

Our exhibition will open this question.
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Participating artists: L & ¥
Michio Aburaya; Satoshi Kunimasa; Hiroyuki Hattori; E v t
Hiroshi Fuji; Out of Mingei (Yosuke Jikuhara, Yuta Nakamura); 2 5]2 HE\(
Shintai,0,base unyohou(Ryuichiro Ando); Minako Itai; Ai Iwane; ° » I
Seira Uchida; Kosuke Yamagishi; Ayaka Seto & b
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When Collecting Becomes Art

sing

»Michio Aburaya

Born in Yokote City, Akita Prefecture, in 1934. Graduated from Akita Prefectural Omagari
Agricultural High School. Aburaya first began collecting folk tools in 1950. For 13 years
beginning in 1979, he ran the “Folk Tools Musetim” inside the “Aoyagi House,” a historical
samurai residence in Kakunodate Town (noWw Semboku City, Akita Prefecture), and served
as the director of the “Hiraka Town Rural Culture Heritage Muscum.” In 1992, he opened
the “Akinomiya Museum” (closed:in 2010) in the Akinomiya Hot Springs village of Yuzawa
City, Akita Prefecture. InApril 2012, he established the “Aburaya Collection” (NPO;
disbanded in 2024). Based in Akita City, Aburaya continues to organize and maintain his
collection of artifacts.

»The Research Institute for Folk Tools, Art and Archives (Mingu Lab)

A network-based project made up of researchers, artists, and volunteers who investigate and
study the archival of folk tools and folk art through experimentation, observation, and
dialogue. Satoshi Kunimasa, Hiroyuki Hattori, Hiroshi Fuji, and Arts Center Akita

participate as core members of this project.
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T600-8601 3LARHI F AKX FZMT57- AR HiSL =i A: CR1F

Ist Floor, Building C, Kyoto City University of Arts, 57-1 Shimono-cho, Shimogyo-ku, Kyoto, 600-8601, Japan
Phone: 075-585-2010 / E-mail: gallery@Kkeua.ac.jp / https://gallery.kcua.ac.jp

*JR IS H FHIARER  fE4645

6 min. walk from Kyoto Station (JR, Subway, and Kintersu Railway)

*RLAER 84105

10 min. walk from Shichijo Station (Keihan Main Line)
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Nearest bus stop: Shiokoji-Takakura/Kyoto Shiritsu Geijutsudaigaku-mae (Kyoto City University of Arts) .
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